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IIT alumni want IIC-like
centre, seek land from govt

Abm TANDON/TNS

New DevLxi, OcToBer 11

They may be the best paid
professionals at home and
abroad, but II'T alumni now
want the government to help
them with land around Delhi
so that they can set up a world-
class centre to promote dis-
cussions and intellectual
activities. In a request to the
Human Resource Develop-
ment Ministry, the umbrella
body of IIT alumni has argued

for government land in or
around Delhi at concessional
rates so that they can build a
centre of the order of Indian
International Centre (IIC) and
India Habitat Centre (THC) to
facilitate exchange of ideas.
The IIC and the IHC pro-
mote a culture of entertain-
ment, intellectual exchanges,
information and engagement
through workshops and sem-
inars. IIT pass-outs say they
need such a centre consider-
ing the fact that there is none

where technical minds can
gather and debate important
issues in the interest of
development.

In their request to the HRD
Ministry, the Pan IIT Alumni
Association has said, “We
request you to grant us five
acre of land in the National
Capital Territory Region to
enable us to set up a centre
like the IIC and India Habitat
where ideas can be
exchanged and intellectual
gatherings promoted.”
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1Sses 1ts

deadline, likely to take off in Jan

NAVEED IQBAL & ADITI VATSA
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 11

META-UNIVERSITY project
gnnounced by the Prime Minis-
¢1 in 2011 and subsequently
\given shape by four of the coun-
{i1y’s top universities— Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU), Jamia
Millia Islamia (JMT), Indian In-
(titute of Technology (ITT), Delhi
»and Delhi University (DU) — will
ignly take off in January 2013,
nearly six months after its pro-
poseddeadline.
Although JMI and DU have
taken the initiative in preparing
“the courses and getting them ap-
proved by their respective Acade-

mic Councils, no dates have been
fixed or announced for conducting
admission tests.

The two universities have re-
cently announced twocourses under
meta-university project — a
diploma in public health and a mas-
tersin Mathematics Education.

Thecourseisequivalent toMSc
Mathematics Education, DU’s Dean
(Academics) MalashriLalsaid.

, Jawaharlal Nehru University
and IIT-Delhi have not come on
board for these courses.

1IT-Delhi Director R K Shev-
gaonkar said, “We ((JNU and ITT)
wanted more time to work out the
details for conducting such courses
and thisis whywe have stayed out of

it fornow.”

said the JNU and IIT-Delhi
would be starting research in areas
of common interest within the next
sixmonths.

Speaking to Newsline this year,

JNU Vice-Chancellor S K Sopory .

had alsoraised similar concerns.
He had said that they would like
towork out the modalities of sharing
coursesbetweenuniversities.
“We need to discuss and ascer-

. tain who will give out degrees and

how credit-sharing will work be-
tween universities,” the Vice-Chan-
cellorhad said.

A joint admission committee of
JMI and Dethi University isworking
on a schedule for conducting the +

meta-university courses approved
by the academic councils of both
unjversities,

The total number of seats for
the course hasbeen fixed at 20 inthe
firstyear (10 eachfor IMIand DU).

Malashri Lal said the course
title indicates » syllabus open to
math-based communication and
innovative teaching methodolo-
gies. “In a knowledge-based soci-
ety, math capability offers several
opportunities,”she said.

The Cluster Innovation Centre
(DU), Central Institute of Educa-
tion (DU}, Mass Communication
Research Centre (JMI) will be of-
fering papers for the said course.

“Projects, which form a substan-

tial part of the course structure, will

" be guided by faculties in both uni-

versities. Mentors may be from
other departments and from out-
side the university system,” Malashri
Lalsaid.

She said the course would be
opentostudents from other universi-
ties. Howevet, the applicants should
have studied at least two papers in
mathematics of 100marks each.

The proposed day for conduct-
ing the entrance test for this course is
December 2 and the course isset to
beginon January 3,2013.

Delhi is also hoping to an-
nounce research projectswith JINU
within the next sixmonths as “it does
notrequire aformal structure”.
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What Ails Higher Education?

MANOJPANT
n my article on this sub-
Jject last month (ET, Sep
19), I had argued that the

greatest collateral damage

of a non-functioning Parlia-
ment is-the lack of discus-
sion of some important Bills
pertaining to reform of hig-

hereducationinIndia.Inpa-

rticular, I commented on the
lack of an overall regulator
for this sector. A crucial fea-
tureof reformsistheneedto
replace governmental contr-
olof activities with an inde-
pendent regulator. Typical-
ly, in any reforming econo-
my, thefirstregulatorssetup
. are those where consumer
interface is immediate; the
so-called sectoral regulators
like Sebi, the power tariffre-
gulator, the CERC, the tele-
com regulator, Trai, ete. Qv-
erall regulators of competit-
ionlike the CCltendtobeset
- up at a much later date be-
cause the consequence of
losses to any specific consu-
mer are small though socie-
tallosses canbelarge,
This is what economists
call the ‘free rider problem’.

The failure of an independ-

ent regulator to emerge in
the higher education sector
canbetraced tothis‘freerid-
er’ problem. It is not too
muich to say that the societal
losses in this cage are proba-
bly much larger than in al-
most any cther sectox:
Themost important heed is
autonomy of institutions.
Here, themain issueis politi-
cal non-interference by the
state. While non-interferen-

ce is largely true in central

- universities, state-run insti-

tutions are highly politic-
ised, particularly inappeint-
ments. The process starts
with the appointments of
vice-chancellors who then
ensure political correctness
of subsequent appointmen-
ts. This has serious long-
term consequences. Wrong
choice of faculty, for exam-

ple, perpetuates mediocrity:

an unqualified teacher will
only replicate himself One
consequence, usually, is in-
breeding: where faculty ap-
point their own students in
junior positions and the
process continues ad infin-
itum.It can take penerations
to undo the negative impact
of such appointments.

The second issue isaccoun-
tability The problem is of
definition. Higher educatio-
nal institutions today face
the charge of churning out
‘unemployable graduates’.
Tt is reasonable that not ev-
ery student can (or should)
go onfor a PhD. The remain-
ing must have sufficient
skills to be absorbed in the
private sector, in the burge-
oning NGO sectorand inspe-
cialised government depart-
ments. Why are the students
‘unemployable’? Part of the

.problem is the lack of self:

improvement by teachers in
courses/curriculum  pre-

, cisely because there was no

system to ensure this, An ap-
athetic government, uncon-
cerned students and non-
transparency in internal ap-
pointments in universities
have combined tolead tothis
unfortunate situnation.
Faced with criticism, edu-
cational institutions are re-
sponding in the worst man-
ner possible: compulscry
attendance. This is happen-
ing around the country and
even in premier institutions
like DelhiUniversity Butac-
countahility must be mea-
sured by teaching, research
output and publications. So,
onhe consequence will be (as
in administrative work) ad-
verse selection: those close
to the chief administrators
willshow ‘100% attendance’.
The new method of getting
an autonomous hody to bri-
ng in some accountability
viathe National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
seems tobe the right way, No
self-respecting  university
uses ‘attendance’ as a mea-
sureof accountability.’
Many universities are also
inflexible in their function-
ing. Here, it is unfortunate

t

that most are considered ex-
tensions of the ministry Sq,
rules applicable to govern-
ment officials are often ex-
tended toc them, Forexample,
some time ago, the CAG cas-
tigated a major central uni-
versity for misuse of funds.
Themisuse was of fundsgiv-
en for capacity building of
teachers used for travel to
conferences, etc. However,
globally, one of the principal
methods of faculty improve-
mentis interaction withoth-
er institutions around the °
world prec%sely in such con-
ferences! This inflexibility
is then extended to other is-
sieslike rules of admission,
leave, selection committees
forfaculty,etc, -

What kind of role can the
government play? Universi-
ties must be publicly funded
astheyarethe principal sou-
rce of research. It is well kn-
own that 95% of a country’s
R&D (public and private) is:
based on unmotivated resea-

rechpublications in universi-

ties. Particularly inamarket
economy, the role of govern-
ment funding to ensire un-
biased research is critical. It
isalsowellknown that while
universities must charge a
reascnable fee from studen-
ts, there is no evidence (even
from developed countries)
that converting universities
into ‘for-profit’ units leads to
any improvement in their
functioning. The opposite
may well betrue.

Many of these issues are
dealt with in some of the
Bills pending in Parliament.
Let us hope they see the lig-
htof day and anautonomous
regulatory hody for higher
education becomes a reality
inthenear future.
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Manash Pratim Gohaln | TNN

New Delhi: Common Admission
Test (CAT) 2012 started on a smooth
note on Thursday barring a few late
starts and low turnout en Day One.
The questions were moderate in
terms of difficulty, both candidates
and expertssaid.

According to officials, around
5,000 aspirants took the test across
the country, While no major glitches
werereported, the test started late in
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three centres in the Delhi-NCR re-
gion—two in Delhi and the lone cen-
tre in Faridabad. “It started almost
40-45 minutes late and in a few cases
there were computer log-in prob-
lems. But once the test started, there
was no problem,” said a candidate
from themorningsessionat AsiaPa-
cific Institute of Management, Sari-
taVihar, '

Most centres in Delhi-NCR didn’t
see enthusiastic turnout with the
Noida centre registering just 10 can-

An 1IM aspirant comes out from an exam
centre in Dethi on Thursday

didates in the first session and nine
inthe second against a total capacity
of 140. This, experts say, isnormalas
candidates generally stay away in
the initial days. The test will be con-
ducted over next 21 days.
Aspirants found the section on
quantitative ability tough as ques-
. tions were time consuming, Accord-
ing to the director of MBAGuru and
IIM-Kolkata alumnus, Deekshant
Sahrawat, said: “According to my
students, most of these questions

Sanlay Sekhrl

aspirants take CAT, no major glitches on Day 1

weretime consuming.”

There are no scheduled tests to-
morrow, and exams will resume on
Saturday.

The test will continue in a stag-
gered format till November 6and the
results will be announced on Janu-
ary9,2013.

According to'figures available,
2.15 lakh CAT vouchers were sold
this year for admission to presti-
gious IIMs and other management
institutes.
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Mo Yan makes history with Nobel

1st Chinese Citizen
To Win Lit Prize

Saibal Dasgupta | Tn

Beljing: Writer Mo Yan,
whose complex world of fic-
tion often reminds readers of
William Faulkner and Ga-
briel Garcia Marquesz, pipped
bookmalker's favourite Japa-

»‘Hallucinatory realisny, P 24

COWHERD TO WORDSMITH

»Raorn Guan Maye in 1955, Mo
Yan's childhood was spent in
poverty and hunger. Pulled out
ot school at 12, forced
to graze cattle

» At 20, he joined
the People's
Liberation Army
Began to write in
1981 under the
pseudonym

Mo Yan, meaning “don't speak’

»First success in 1987 with
‘Red Sormghum'. Made into a

film by Zhang Yimou, 'Red

Sorghum' won top prize at
Berlin film festival in 1988

» Other major works include
"The Republic of Wine',

'Life and Death Are Wearing
Me Cut' and 'Big Breasts

=, _8nd Wide Hips'

nese Haruki Murakami to be-
come the first Chinesecitizen
to win the Nobel Prize for lit-
erature. When contacted by
organizers, Mo said he was

both “overjoyed and scared™.
Mo, 57, i= the author of re-
novmed novels such as ‘Red
Sorghum’ (later made into an
acclaimed film) and ‘Big

Breasts and Wide Hips'. In an
nterview to Granta, he once
said, “Censorship is great for
literature creation.”

Reacting to the award. Mo

said, “I felt I was not very se-
niorintermsof gqualification
(among Chinese writers),
The Mobel Literature Prize is
a very important literature
prize, butnot the top award. It
represents the opinions of
thejury™

“His prize is an affirma-
fion for Chinese literature on
the world stage,” another fa-
mous writer, Er Yue He, told
thestate media.

The Mobel must be music
to Beijing'sears because it'sa
are case of a Chinese artist
or writer, who is not a politi-
cal dissident, winning the
coveted prize
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AT 2012:
early 2.14
lakh vie for

3,500 seats

Results to be declared on January 9

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 11

HE Common Admis-
sion Test (CAT) 2012,
for gaining admission to
the prestigious Indian
Institutes of Management (IIMs),
commenced on Thursday and will
continue till November 6 thisyear.

The convenor of CAT 2012,
558 Kumar, said 2.14 lakh appli-
cants have registered for the online
examinatidn thisyear.

This is nearly 10,000 more than
lastyear, he said.

Applicants will be competing
for 3,500-0dd seats in the 13 ITMs
across the country.

According to IIM Khozikode,
which is organising the CAT exam
this year, the registration for the
exam has gone up marginally by
4percent.

Also, this year, the IIMs have
witnessed a marginal increase in
the number of female candidates,
Around 28 per cent of the appli-
cantswere female as compared to
27 percent last year.

The cxam is being held in 61
test centres in 36 cities across the
country.

Kumar said no errors or hic-
cups have been reported from any
partof the country.

“All applicants, even those
from a non-mathematics back-

BELLING THE CAT

THISYEAR, 10,000 more have
applied for CAT when compared
tolast year

THE REGISTRATION for the exam

has gone up marginally by 4 per cent
THERE S A marginalincrease inthe .
number of female candidates, !
Around 28 per cent of the applicants
were female as compared to

27 percentlastyear i
THE EXAM 1S being held in 61

test centres in 36 citles across the
country : ‘

MORE THAN 1.4 LAKH engineers

are taking the exam this year

THE PATTERN OF thetest includes
twao sections on quantitative
ability/data interpretation and

verbal ability/logical reasoning

with a duration of 70 minutes each

ground, have a fair chance at scor-,
ing well this year as the math is of
only high school level,” he said,

More than 1.4 lakh engineers
are taking the exam this year,

The pattern of the test includes
two sections on quantitative abil-
ity /data interpretation and verbal
ability/logical reasoning with a du-.
ration of 70 minutes each. ‘

The result is expected tobe an-
nounced on January 9,2013.

The test will be conducted in
five centres in Delhi and six cen-
tresacross NCR,
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